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conservative and divided population of over
tliree hundred million is one of the most for-
midable tasks ever attempted in the government
of one nation by another.

When the British arrived in India they
found a number of scattered institutions, but
no system of education. Youths of the higher
castes were instructed in the Vedas, in Sanskrit
grammar, logic, philosophy and law. The few
schools existing were seats of Sanskrit or Arabic
learning, or primitive village schools. The school-
buildings, where they were to be found at
all, cost from five to ten shillings each, the
teachers were often poor and ignorant, printed
books were unknown, and some of the classics
taught inculcated a low standard of morality.

Mission colleges led the way in higher educa-
tion in India. Carey's great Baptist College-
at Serampore (founded in 1818), Bishops College
(in 1820), and The General Assembly's Institu-
tion of the Church of Scotland, Calcutta (in
1830), the Wilson College in Bombay (in 1834),
and the Madras Christian College (in 1837),
stood like lighthouses in the darkness of India.
These were followed by Government secular
colleges. The first institutions founded by the
British Government or by private officials
continued the studies of the traditional classics.
The higher institutions were introduced on the